Emperor and I have had a saying since we came here,
Turple must as purple is'. We can't think of what we
would like, the same as other people; we must look to
the power.  Being Emperor and Empress isn't all silk
underwear, like what I used to think it would be. I've
seen it with Justo.  He'd have had not half the trouble
he's had on the Throne if I'd been one of these girls who
go about to the horse-races.  You see, these nobles, as
they're called, are all related. When a man gets wealth
from robbing the State one way or another they get hold
of him by marrying him to one of them; then they all
hang in a gang and do you down.  I've seen this thing
close, dear, and suffered from it.   I was born a slave;
that's why I wear high necks, dear, for the collar-galls
show still.  I'm called Basilissa all over the world, but
these people know that I'm not Basilissa; I'm the slave-
girl, Pheemie,  who followed the Regiment; they all
know that and I see their sneers, though they think I
don't, or if I do it won't matter.   And I don't mind
much, dear, for I've got Justo, who is a soldier, and one
of the best for cavalry; the Army will always follow'
Justo. But I have to think now of Tino. We want him
to be Emperor after Justo. He isn't a soldier; the Army
-won't follow him; he'll have to be Emperor by the
priests and lawyers and old prefects and that; he'll have
to be linked to these old purple-gills, who got both hand?
in the Treasury somehow, and now go to the race-
meetings with their butlers and that. They're all in here
on their knees about it. Dear, this Gold Hair, she would
bring in all the Western lords on our side, whoVe been
fighting us for years. Justo and I've talked of it, and he
said, 'You see the Theodora girl, and just show her that
it is Tino's chance to settle the State for the next
hundred years'.  She's got what he needs, relations all
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